


“Lhis presentation is dedicated to
the memory of Charlie Lehman,
owner of RKailworks who made the
most beautiful models in QO of
the Aevo [vain in brass.



There actually were several types of new
lightweight trains introduced in the mid-
1950’s. The basic concept of these trains
was to bring people back to the rails much
as the classic motor trains of the 1930’s did.
The problem was, the situation in the 1950’s
was totally different than the Depression era

1930s. . .



For example the Burlington’s Pioneer Zephyr.

THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS RAILROAD TRAIN IN THE WORLD
Built of stainless steel—Electric shot welded —Rides on articulated trucks. Powered by an eight-cylinder, two-cycle,
660 horse-power, oil-burning Diesel engine. Runs on roller-bearings — Air-conditioned —Equipped for radio reception.



lllinois Central’s Green Diamond.




The New Haven’s COMET.
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" America’s First Fully Streamlined, Light-weight, High-speed Train

Completely Air-conditione

EASTBOUND
Lv Salina . . 7:00am

Lv Abilene . 7:32 am
Lv Junction City 8:0
Lv Manhattan .

*Lv Wamego
Lv Topeka . . 9:18 am
Lv Lawrence . 9:4B am
Ar Kansas City 10:30 am

WESTBOUND
Lv Kansas City  4:00 pm
4:42 pm
5:12 pm
. 5:47 pm
. ©02 pm
Junction City 6:30 pm
Lv Abilene . 6:58 pm
ArSalina . - 7:30 pm

* Flagstop




WIN 1,000

Help us name

“TRAIN X!

Scaneday, soon,
Be beyond the planning stage. It
will be an nccomplished fact. And
Chezapeake & Ohio wants o name
for it-—a mame as unique and dis-
tinctive as the train iself,

W will pay ane thausand dollars
in caals for the best nome submitted.

The information youw’'ll need to
chocen a name for “Train X" is
included i this leaflet, Rules and
regulations guverning the contest
are outlined an the back page.

Here's your chance to namse the
train of the future . and win
E1.000 in cssh,

The Chesapeake & Ohio Railway




8o, a new eta of lt;g/ztwet;g/ztb
began in 1956 with $cft

announcing their gfterod/xain.



EMD artists conception for the AeroTrain.




EMD artwork for the AeroTrain’s engine,
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Fabricating the cab at La Grange.
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Installing windshield and interior components.
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The LWT12 taking shape from the rear.
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inet for the HEP.

Electrical cab
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Completed coach.




Note the lavish, uncrowded intevior.










Ralph Kramden’s bus was much better!!




AeroTrain publicity.



GM'’s scale model of the AeroTrain. Wonder
where that model is today??




, 1956.... $.50!

May 1956 * 50¢

Trains, Ma

BIG LOOK AT BIG BOY
ANNUAL SPEED SURVEY
STREAMLINER CATALOG







AEROTRAIN-TYPE locomotive (technically a B-1type), also used
on Rock Island’s Talgo-type Jet Rocket with minor modification,
is EMD's contribution to the passenger lightweight market. Unit
has a two-axle power truck at the front, an idler axle at the
rear; its single V-12 engine develops 1200 h.p. for a pair of
standard D-37 traction motors. Two 6-cylinder auxiliary power
units in the nose supply A.C. for train lighting, heating, air
conditioning. Performancewise, unit is, in effect, “half an E9,”
and so are its major components, simplifying maintenance. Sta-
tistics: 89% tons; 13’ 8” high over cab; 5¢' long; 10’ in width.

Robert C. Schell Jr.
GP3 ROAD-SWITCHER — more familiarly known as the Geep —
is 1957’s best-seller. Versatile 1750 h.p. B-B hood weighs 124 tons,
has six gear ratios with top speeds from 55 to 89 mph, measures
56" 2” long, 10" 32" wide, and 14’ 6” high. A steam generator
and dynamic braking are optional features. A V-16 diesel turns
over an A.C.-D.C. generator (A.C. for a es such as cooling
fans; D.C. for propulsion purposes), which feeds four D-37 traction
motors. In a few cases (AT&SF, UP), Geeps have been sold in cow-
and-calf combinations. All major components are interchange-
able with F-type road units. Prices start at $160,000 for a GP9.
















A optimistic advertisement by the NYC.

THIS TRAIN WILL SAVE AN INDUSTRY

The New York Central brings you a fast, lightweight new train
that can revelutionize rail travel, increase smployment,
and strengthen cur national defense.
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NYC’s company magazine, the “HEADLIGHT.”

NEW YORK
(ENTRAL
SYSTEM
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AeroTrain on the UP as the
“City of Las Vegas.” The UP took a
gamble with this and lost!







The AeroTrain on the “Standard RR of the World.”
On display in Penn Station, NY Jan. 6-9 1956.
34,000 people toured the train. Too bad not that many rode it.




Since diesels could not operate into
Penn Station, NY; a GG1 pulled the train to/from Newark.
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AeroTrain on the Rock Island
IN commuter service.




The AeroTrain’s
competition.






Engine by B-L-H, cars by Pullman-Standard.
The train had so many issues, employees renamed
it “The Xploder.”




The New Haven’s Dan’l Webster.

The Dan'l Webster




The Dan’l Webster. Engines by B-L-H, cars by
Pullman-Standard.




The New Haven’s “John Quincy Adams.”
Its engines were the first “diesel-electric-electrics.”
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New Haven’s “Roger Williams.”




Rock Island’s “Jet Rocket.” No oxymoron there!
Engine by EMD, cars by AC&F.




Tail car on the “Jet Rocket.” Looks like Tyco!
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So, when the testing didn’t go well. It was given
back to the CRI&P and donated to the Green Bay
RR Museum in Wisconsin where it still resides.
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The Rock Island’s “Jet Rocket” engine
in Green Bay, WI.
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The Pennsy’s “Keystone” tubular train.
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About the New Tubular Train







Power car for the “Keystone.”




Painting by Peter Lerro of “The Keystone”
passing Arsenal Tower in Phila.




So, why were the lightweights so successful
in the Depression years and flops in the
1950’s? In the 1930’s, most trains were
pulled by smoke belching, black steam

engines and dark green cars. People
vearned for something new, inventive and
eye-catching. The lightweights provided a
needed lift for the doldrums of the
Depression.



After WWII, the railroads looked forward to a post-
war boom in travel. It never happened! People
wanted new cars, not trains. Congress passed the
Interstate Highway Act and air travel became the
way to go. In essence, the railroads invested heavily
in a dying industry. All of the lightweights could not
compete! They all had mechanical issues and awful
riding qualities. The public was not impressed!



The NYC’s “Xplorer” and the NH’s “Dan’l Webster” and “John
Quincy Adams” were withdrawn from service as failures. The
PRR, NYC and UP gave the AeroTrains back to GM. The “plunge”
into the lightweights was a dismal failure. Eventually “out of the
ashes” Amtrak was created in 1971
to save the American passenger train.



The AeroTrain survives in models



The 1956 Varney HO model with
Kemtron“AeroDrive.”




A battery operated tin AeroTrain.




MTH O-Scale AeroTrain.
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ConCor HO Scale AeroTrain.




HO brass AeroTrain by Railworks.
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ven playing cards issued by GM|!
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ARECO PLAYING CARD CO
thicaso




Ironically, the models and playing
cards were more successful than
the train that inspired them.



yﬁe end. . .t/tvankdyou//




