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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

What is the High Line?

The “High Line” is the elevated portion of the 30t" Street
Branch of the New York Central Railroad in New York City. The
Elevated portion of the 30t Street Branch or High Line begins
its run at 33" Street and heads south to St’ Johns Park
Terminal. This was built as a grade elimination project as part
of the West Side Improvement Project.
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What was before the High Line?

Before the West Side Improvement Project the New
York Central ran at street level through Manhattan

from 72st Yard to the orlgmal St. John's Park Termmal
HEE §
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St John's Park Freight Terminal Late 1800’s
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As the city grew, the expanding warehouse district began to encroach on the
neighborhood, and its seclusion was shattered in 1851 when the Hudson River
Railroad ran tracks along Hudson St. Rich homeowners moved elsewhere, and
St John’s Chapel went into financial difficulty.

In 1866, Trinity parish sold the park to Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt for
$400,000, who built a freight terminal on the site for the Hudson River
Railroad.
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Hudson River Railroad Passenger Station at Chambers Street Built 1851
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Original St John's Park Freight Terminal - 1920’s
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Original St John's Park Freight Terminal
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Original St John's Park Freight Terminal

Here is a photo of the
decorative relief along
the top of St. John’s
Park. That is a statue
of Commodore
Cornelius Vanderbilt
surrounded by symbols
of his empire. At his
feet is a plaque the
reads “Erected 1868”
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Original St John's Park Freight Terminal Demolition
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Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line. | Milk Shed
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High Line.
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Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line.

Leaving St. John’s Park
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Before the High Line.

St. John’s Park
Freight Terminal
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Before the High Line.

St. John’s Park
Freight Terminal
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Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line.

Milk Shed
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Before the High Line. 1930

The Empire State
building started

construction in 1930
/ and was opened May

1%, 1931.

—

. N
5 )

el B0



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line.
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9 steam
engines!

- Before the High Line. Steam power
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Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line.

11t Ave and 42nd Street
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Before the High Line.
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Before the High Line.

72 Street Yard at 60th Street




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Before the High Line.

Hopper on a
fueling Trestle for

the steam
locomotives
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Building the High Line.
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Building the High Line.
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Building the High Line.

Spur to
Slaughter
House
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Building the High Line.
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Building the High Line.
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Building the High Line.
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Building the High Line.
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Building the High Line.
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Building the High Line. g
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Building the High Line.
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Building the High Line.
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Building the High Line.
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High Line In HO Scale

Building the High Line.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Building the High Line.




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Building the High Line.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Building the High Line.
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The Elevated Tracks Between West Seventeenth and Horatio Streets, Showing Typical Industrial Air-Rights Development




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Building the High Line.




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Building the High Line.

No Connection to the High Line.

Merchants Refrigerating

~Reefer Unloaded in
prs the street
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Building the High Line. NABISCO Buildings
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Building the ngh Line.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Building the High Line.

Nest Street

e B
5 h Platform 'C" 111
urure elevaiors y o s » _» s S 1w = :
L P
| £Collision _wall_ ©
l||::_t_—;i*:_1::r:_ e iy gl lapiigd g, gl dapudion” il puly Spulge” g Sl Jonfund s iyl | Vs " eyl é

oo BB DB

= =
o
-
il -~ R
Fufu re Elevators

L]
) Q
e L%
‘ prgh swweln Eopieg 1___1_"3:__[11_ s fopen mupusy fgmiegs | sy npaa i esiee pisle sl puiml oyl gl | —102::::_:11: - J_:l—_—_l'_:l‘_‘_‘i_ 5 - 2
)‘LOHLSIOn Wau.s © n--‘.._§
R
— =
U----.---. ---. '--- .--.’.-- » ] e T ’ f — 3]] . - - L] :-‘;g
- ———d LR 1 N | [o]] Q a.l.'".s [, al -

. TOI!GfS ; % \IO Platform ‘A I—'"% et

= L BY: - - . %&

Fufure fa‘evafors : ]

Insp. car repair

1_-,-

— N R K h RN W _E,':l:'_“l""u"'_r A W

3 e i ke
Washington Street X

Ceneral Plan of the Track and Platform Layout on the Second Floor

B&W images provided by Thomas Flagg.



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale
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The Completed High Line.
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Even though the High Line cut right
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the railroad

7



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

The Completed High Line.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

The Completed High Line
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

The Completed High Line.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Rallroad’s
High Line In HO Scale | i "n‘

The _Completed High Line.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

The Completed High Line.
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The Completed High Line.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

The Completed High Line.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

The Completed High Line.

The High Line and 33 Street Yard




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

T 118 PR

10th Avenue




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Operations on the High Line.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Operations on the High Line.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s

High Line In HO Scale

Operations on the High Line.

Train

NB-1
NB-3
1S-1
NH-3

Tram

NY-8
JS-2

BFNY - 4
SLD - 6
PW -4
NY -4

A/ICD-4
CD-4
XN -2
2/NY -6

HN-2
BN -2

West Bound
Time Station Name Freight Connections
7:45 PM 33rd Street Pacemaker ECL
9:00 PM  72nd Street £t rcent Bkt sl
Beyond
10:45 PM = 7lnd Street All Freight for Dewitt and West
11:45PM  72nd Street All Vet i Abany a0l 1ok ol Troy
Points East
East Bound
Time Station Name Freight Connections
6:00 PMI  7Tlnd Street
DL&W _ Erie.
; : ; PER
NY .8 Perishables / All freight
1230 AM  72nd Street
NY .4 All Frieght
4-00AM T2nd Street Live Stock / Perishables/ All P&LE
XN -2 Freight
415AM  72nd Street A8 Frehi srom A by and
Points East
7:20 AM 22rd Street Pacemaker LCL



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Operations on the High Line.

Industries on the High Line

High Line Sidings and Buildings St. Johns Park Freight Terminal
Morgan Parcel Post Building Borden
RC Williams Colod Corp
Spear & Company Libby, McNeil & Libby
Merchants Refrigerating Co Sealright Corp
National Biscuit Co (3 Sidings) Shannon Bros.
Cudahy Packing Magazine Shippers Assn.
Armour and Co Universal Car loading and Distribution
Wilson and Co F W Woolworth
NYC Cold Storage Warehouse Western Car loading
NY Dressed Poultry Co.
Swift and Co
Gansevoort Public Market
Manhattan Refrigerated Company




ng and o.perating the |
High Line In HO Scale

‘the High Line in HO Scale.

RC Williams Spear & Company

NY Dressed Poultry Co

Morgan Parcel Post Building Swift and Co

Merchants Refrigerating Co

' —

NABISCO NABISCO

: .-:-:-:-:-:-:Il Cudahy Packing
Armour and Co

St. John’s Park Freight Terminal

==ee WYYC Highline 7" above current benchwork.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Operations on the High Line in HO Scale.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Operations on the High Line in HO Scale.
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High Line In HO Scale

Operations on the High Line in HO Scale.




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Operations on the High Line in HO Scale.
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Operations on the High Line in HO Scale.




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Operations on the High Line in HO Scale.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Operations on the High Line in HO Scale.
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‘ : | nace sy smvce s 540—THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY —540

P

Y

NEW YORK CENTRAL - BOSTON & ALBANY T
I EW MICHIGAN CENTRAL  CHICAGO, KALAMAZOO & SAGINAW 1€C 2334e) 3 TS.
+ st (ENTRAL CLEVELAND, CINCINNATI, CHICAGO & ST. LOUIS et B L
YT naominmt :
CARLOAD AND LESS CARLOAD
LENGTH OF CAR - MARKED CAPACITY OF CAR
WAYBILL NO.
8/1/62 84911
Connioni anp asoRms ATSTOP
AT 4
"%lﬁ STATION TG, wam oA oV, | 7R o STATION STATE
ALGOMA Wi 8C()NS!? “\f; 151 T2 LAWREN CEBURG -IND
Mm-ucnb-_ : \M T SouTt of Shipper, and, Tor C.0.D. Shipments, Sireet, Tode No.
Invoice Number

‘\f* ‘ = 008 NO. st Office Address, and
}

a‘m‘i HARGR eﬁkmuna e PIERSON HOLLOWELL 00 INC L —

lar "™ if Shipperte R Roatng ' T

V' ‘\;\\‘

% .,3 ) 7':1
- RN

‘and Date, Original Car, Transter Freight Bill and Previous Waybill

AND ADDRESS g ) 1 Amount N Weighed g

* ALGUMAYPLYWOOD & VENEER CO Cs_ a__ LAWREN CEBURG IN D \
DOCK A ALGOMA WIS : S aana \
l|l...-| Destination and Additional Rovting 7 : .‘.I . 483m
mmmwﬁnﬂ- Milling, { . ]

Walghing. Ec. i Icad, Spacity to Whom ing Should be Charged.) b it - 35200 |
y vice W .

L] ™ P b '-r!h-pll-n
in States  No-Recourse Clovse of
7 of the Bil of Loding, inser “You'

On LCL. Iwwnh&mhuw wum u:“ e ‘waights o Mbatind e

@@PW’E?@ e Y|

540—THE NEW YORK CENTRAL uom COMPANY—540| I BUSHMAN. aami I\-

T2
l STURGEON BAY, wim -

‘j : | 7“ Ir______ — ;‘ﬂ“n?-_l: : ;
A | Pioloﬁwjr .

N
Model Waybllf%y



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

What information can be found on a prototype Waybill?

Shipping Railroad

Car Road Name

Car Road Number
Destination

Routing

Consignee

Lading

Railroad Transfer Stamps
Car Type

10 Date / Waybill Number
11. Shipper

12. Receiver Stamp

O oONOUD WNR

Pact srecia sgvice asTess- 540—~THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY —540 ,
NEW YORK CENTRAL - BOSTON & ALBANY AT

MICHIGAN CENTRAL CHICAGO, KALAMAZOO & SAGINAW
1 CLEVELAND, CINCINNATI, CHICAGO & ST. LOUIS

FREIGHT WAYBILL

TO BE USED FOR SINGLE CON

CARLOAD AND LESS CARLOAD

CAR INITIALS AND NUMBIR KIND ENGTH OF C. MARKES
2 | 3594 2 B C OROSS ORDERED |  FURNBHED ORDERED ] ------
STOP THIS CAR Tj‘(ﬁ AT = WATBRL NO.
2 s sz 10 8aom
COWWIGNEE AND ADDRESS AT STOP
AT : — SRR e
AT
AT
T0 NO. STATION STATE OR PROV. FROM NO. STATION

4»\ LGOMA WI3CONSIN

)

5172 LAWREN CECURG -IND

Route (Show sach Junction and Carrier iIn Route order 1o desti- ROUTE
nation of waybill ) CODE NO.

Full Name of Shipper, and, for C.0.0, Shipments, Street, [ Coda No.
Address, ond lnvoics Number

11|Efesox HOLLQWELL 00 INC L—

5emm:-a HARBOR C%0 KEWAUNEE K@B&W
Haw

Show “A™ if Agent's Rauting or "'S" if Shipper's Routing

RECONSIGNED 10 T STATE OR PROV on:' and Date, o -g nal Car, Transfer Freight Bill and Previous Woybill
Riéferance ond R When Rebilled.
5™ .
56
AIMORITY e o
TCONSIGNEE AND ADDRESS CODENO. | |  Amocunt Weighed
LGUMAY/PLYWOOD ‘& VENEER CO Cs o LAWRENCEBURG IND
OCK A ALGOMA Wi SC ™~ R
Final Des nd Additional Routi 0 il 50
nal Destination o outing TOTAL -~ 48300
D:
Pickup Service 5
O"w hing, Erc. If .': Spec ".5'3?’""& ;m;;mmﬁl vod Yo et 55200
Delivery Service :bu are repaid
Requested w tamp
Yes O.E !ir n

!h No-Recounse Clovse of

On LC.L Troffic Transfer Stamps to be Shown in This Space M_;vh-‘:::‘ :rcv‘;\vdim
Rl N = o T
T]2[ ¢/ LPLAINWALNUT VENEER '\

LESS, THAN /1/16 THI CK 35200 N
[ e A3 |36000 | 86 309 60 N
KC & W RR \.
Kilf 16 195 MheagS)
Unes, Wm :D]f.‘,:’ 1

— COPRY

F@Eﬁ‘i

540—THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY —540

1| Destination Agenl Wil
FOURTH JUNCTION '1 Stamp H-mnsk[
A [B HNAPEE & WESTERN RY,
MAN, AG?
STURGEON B, *

n1u1:



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s

620 Pennsylivama 620
FREIGHT WAYBILL

T3 BE LSED FOR SCYGLE DOMDCHSIENTS CARLDAT A0 LESS THAY CoRLOAT

CAR INITTAL CAFR NUMBEER.
A_-\E.C'-_P.:bh‘ OF "_"'_‘:"."_‘-TE '._'.:.-\E-"‘E' OF
CARCRDERED G-_‘\. _I CARCRDERED i 3.
T STATION STATE DATE
33 STREET YARD, <110
kst 1/7/1947
NY, NY
CONSIGNEE AND ADDEESS Wayhill Nomber
STEEL 4701104509
PLATFORM
BOUTE Dwrs'in merc cedir Snccase ghey sene cheamedde LCL
Seimmre
FRE. - NY¥C et R AT
R R - —
S

OO L TARLGC - Jeemesons depndiag long, Vemtlsen LEling, Wiixetny ox. Micsd
Specify oo W, lingy Dheeld e Canped
A
STOPTHISCAR  Blye Island,I1
AT
AT DeWitt YARD, Syracuse, NY
M. PEGS. DESCREIFTION OF ARTICLES
CL 2" Coppet Pipe

Time Car Sposied ai Tiding Time 5o Takad TRAIN

ELY
) -2
HP}I 2.5 nouss I8

“A” Side

High Line In HO Scale

J-62-47 Fomm 151

NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM

J-61-47 Form 151

NEW YOERK CENTEAL SYSTEM

EMPTY CAR BILL

EMPTY CAR BILL

CAF INTTIAL CAFR NUMEEF.

CAF INTTIAL CAF NUNEEE.

AARCLASS OF LERGTHTAFY OF

CARORDERED m CARCRDERED 4 0 E]

AARCLASSE OF LENGTHCAFY OF

CAR ORDERED XI\-"I CARCRDERED _1_ 0 ”

FOR HOME

Billifem  1eam Track — 33 Street Station

FOR HOME

Eillad from

Toorvia  72% Street Yard NY, NY BE

Towrvia 727 Street Yard NY, NY EE

FOR LOADING

Billad from

FOR LOADING

Eillsdfom  s2ond Street Yard, WY, NY

TO

TO 339 STREET YARD, NY, NY

Shippear Spot

shigper ] T. STANLEY SOAP Spot

INSTEUCTIONS — This form must
accompany all empty foreign cars and must
be used in billing private line cars under
General Order Ten.

“B” Side

INSTRUCTIONS — This form must
accompany all empty foreign cars and must
be used in billing private line cars under
General Order Ten.

Alternate “A” Side



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s

540 New York Central 540

_JFREIGHT WAYBILL
CAR INTTIAL — [ CAR NUMBER

NYC 1642239
AARCLASS OF LENGTHCAPY OF

CAR ORDERED > 3 CAR ORDERED -
XM 40

TC STATION STATE D 'JQ.TE

CONSIGNEE AND ADDRESS Wayhill Numbar
FREIGHT HOUSE 4701105582

Ap ] THISCAR - DeWitt YARD, Syracuse, NY

AT

NO.PKGS. DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES
CL Soap Products
Tzne Car Spocted at Siding Tims to Unload TRAIN

7:00 X% 5

High Line In HO Scale

Loads can be generated inside a Yard or industry that will
need a car to pick it up. On the New York Harbor the
“FOR LOADING” portion of the “B” side is then filed out
and placed into a load’s waiting bill box.

The Yard master will then assign a car to the waybill and
maneuver the empty car to the appropriate location to be
load or clean if needed so it can be loaded.

Once the car is spotted at where it is to be loaded this
side is crossed out and the car information is transferred
to the other side.

With the car information transferred the time that the car
was placed at the location is added and the clock starts
for loading.

This car starts loading at 7:00 AM and will take 5 hours to
load. This means that the car will be ready to send to
Buffalo at 12:00 noon.



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s

High Line In HO Scale

J-62-47 Fom 151

NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM

EMPTY CAR BILL

CAF IMTTIAL CAFR KUMEEE.

PRR 2319

AARCLASE OF LERGTHCATY OF

CARCRDERED m{ CAR OBDERED 4 U ¥

FOR HOME

Billadfom Team Track — 33% Street Station

To o6 Via 7204 Street Yard, NY, NY ER.

FOR LOADING

Eillad from

TO

5k ppet Spot

INSTRUCTIONS —This form must
accompany all empty foreign cars and must
be used in hilling private line cars under
General Order Ten.

This wayhbill is waiting for a car to be assigned to it so it
can be placed on either a scheduled train or a extra.

With the assigning of this waybill to a Pennsylvania
Railroad Mill Gondola Number 2319, it is placed on the
active staging track and is ready to go out on Train JS-2 to
33" Street Yard.

Once the car is place at the Steel Platform the arrival
time is noted on the waybill. Then the clock starts to
when the waybills actions are completed.

This car was placed at the siding a 3:30 PM. After 6:00
PM or 2 % Hours later the car has been unloaded and this
waybill has been completed. The waybill is crossed our
and the car information is transferred to the “B” side.



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Current High Line Re-Construction.

The original High Line structures on the layout over 33" Street was torn down on
January2010. | have started, with the much help from my work crews, to rebuild
the High Line into a prototypic structure. The following is showing the progress of
that work. —

High Line Main Curve
30" Radius Inside Curve
32" Radius Outside Curve



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Current High Line Re-Construction.

1/8” Styrene




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Current High Line Re-Construction.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Current High Line Re-Construction.




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Current High Line Re-Construction.




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Current High Line Re-Construction.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Current High Line Re-Construction.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Current High Line Re-Construction.




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Current High Line Re-Constryction.
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As of November 17,2010



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Current High Line Re-Construction.




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Line Re-Con§truction.

T %
] = L I 1
& -2 Lt S T y
& - St e LB |
5 e -'_' i
rad \ L ]
A T = L s e 1
= o P . - v
- L
* [} L . = "\ -

Removable active
staging deck.
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale




Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale
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Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Special Thanks to my work and operations crews! No Really

Craig Bisgeier

Tom Callan

Ted Dilorio

Neil Henning

Jay Held

Ralph Heiss

Ted Pamperin

Phil Monat

Ray Lewis

Special Thanks to......



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
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Ron Parisi

Thom Flagg

Anthony Thompson

Rail Marine SIG

OP-SIG

Friends of the High Line (new York central construction Photo’s)
Mike MacDonald’s Photo Bucket Site (oid New York Photos)
Bob’s Photos

Bing Maps



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

QUESTIONS?



Researching, modeling and operating the New York Central Railroad’s
High Line In HO Scale

Thank You!
N Y

)/

Operating the first Friday of the month!

Dramos_1701@yahoo.com http://www.hyhrr.com






