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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you take the time and effort to build fine scale type kits or go thru the exercise to scratch build buildings, the same approach should be applied to ballasting.  Having ballasted more miles of track than I want to admit, I guess I’m qualified to talk about ballasting techniques.  Further, having watched some people ballast track…..I WANT to talk about ballasting techniques.



Does this look familiar??

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an actual pix. Notice the ballast under the railhead and glue on the ties. It will take more time to fix this than to do it right the first time



Tap ballast down a center line

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tackle one to two feet of track at a time. Sprinkle ballast down the center line using a small paper drinking cup. I find these cups to be more manageable than others. In this case, less ballast is better than more. I will explain later 



Gently brush ballast between the 
ties

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Spread the ballast with a brush that fits between the rails..  Make sure there are no pieces of ballast remaining on the ties or caught along the rails. You can clean them up with a swipe of your finger. 



So far so good



Same for the end of the ties

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now take your cup and sprinkle ballast on the outside of the rails using the same method. Here too, you want to make sure the ties and rail are ballast free. Make sure ballast covers the side of the roadbed. Use another finger run along the end of the ties to force excess ballast to where it belongs. Tap the ballast against the roadbed also with your finger.  



So far so good



Gently spray the ballast

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your objective now is to prepare the ballast to accept the glue and allow it to be spread evenly. Take a spray bottle of either water and a few drops of detergent (to break the surface tension)  or alcohol (preferred) and gently spray the ballast at a fair distance. You do not want to disturb the ballast already in place.  Wipe the top of the rails with a dry cloth and again make sure the ties are free of ballast that may have been kicked up from the spray. If you wish, you can gently push the ballast between the ties with the piece of wood. 



Apply 50/50 elmers/water

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Now, run a bead of 50% water, 50% Elmer’s. Run it down the center line of the track, and again on the outside of the rails. Be sure you  make sure the glue permeates the ballast. You should see the ballast suck up the glue. It is easier to move any loose ballast now, before it dries.



Be careful

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Inspect your work making sure no ballast has accumulated along the rails. You can use a small flat screwdriver to run against the rails to clean any ballast that can interfere with flanges. If you’re using track that has small pieces of  plastic holding the rail down to the ties be very careful with the tool you use to run along the rail. They can break or dislodge the plastic and loosen up the rails.

At this point, you can add a stain to weather the ballast, especially in sidings where engines would idle. Adding some cinder or coal dust along steam engine facilities adds a nice touch as well. 



So..if you don’t want this

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So if you don’t want this (actual shot)



Or this…..

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Or this (actual shot as well), take your time and do it right. This is not a slam bang project. The effort you put into it will mirror the pride you have put into the rest of your layout. 
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